
 

Education is a fundamental human right that enables individuals to lead better lives and 

contribute to the development of their societies. In Nigeria, education has been a critical issue for 

decades. Despite being the most populous country in Africa with a vibrant economy, Nigeria's 

education system has failed to meet the basic needs of its people. The country has one of the 

lowest literacy rates in the world, and the quality of education is inadequate. This essay will 

examine the current state of education in Nigeria and suggest ways it can be improved. 

 

One of the major challenges facing Nigeria's education system is inadequate funding. The 

government's budgetary allocation to education is woefully inadequate. According to UNESCO, 

Nigeria spends only 7% of its budget on education, which is far below the recommended 26% 

for developing countries. This lack of funding has resulted in a shortage of teachers, inadequate 

infrastructure, and outdated teaching materials. Nigeria's teacher-student ratio is also very high, 

with an average of 1 teacher to 40 students, making it difficult for teachers to provide quality 

education. 

 

Another challenge facing Nigeria's education system is the poor quality of teachers. 

Many teachers lack the necessary qualifications and training, and there is no standardized 

curriculum. This results in a wide variation in the quality of education students receive, 

depending on the school and teacher. There is also a lack of motivation for teachers, who are 

often underpaid and overworked. This has led to high levels of teacher absenteeism, which 

negatively impacts the quality of education. 

 

The lack of access to education is also a significant challenge in Nigeria. Millions of 

children are out of school, particularly in rural areas, where there is a lack of schools and 

infrastructure. Many families cannot afford to send their children to school, and there is a 

cultural preference for male education over female education. The lack of access to education 

limits opportunities for social mobility and perpetuates the cycle of poverty. 

To further examine the current state of education in Nigeria, it is essential to look at some of the 

statistics that demonstrate the challenges facing the sector. According to UNESCO, Nigeria has 

an adult literacy rate of 62.0%, which is lower than the sub-Saharan Africa average of 65.8%. 

Furthermore, the country's net enrollment rate for primary education is 84.5%, which is also 

below the regional average of 88.8%. 

The poor state of infrastructure is a significant challenge facing Nigeria's education 

sector. Many schools lack basic facilities such as classrooms, libraries, and laboratories. In some 

cases, multiple classes are conducted in the same room, which makes it difficult for teachers to 

provide effective instruction. There is also a shortage of textbooks and teaching materials, which 

limits students' access to learning resources. 



Another challenge facing Nigeria's education sector is the issue of examination 

malpractice. This is a widespread problem in Nigeria, with many students engaging in cheating 

during exams. This has led to a situation where the quality of education is compromised, as 

students are not tested on their knowledge and skills but rather their ability to cheat. 

Finally, there is also the issue of funding for tertiary education. Many universities in 

Nigeria are poorly funded, which affects their ability to provide quality education. In some cases, 

lecturers are not paid on time, which affects their motivation and commitment to their work. This 

has led to a situation where many universities in Nigeria are unable to attract and retain qualified 

lecturers, which further reduces the quality of education. 

  

To improve the state of education in Nigeria, there are several measures that need to be 

taken. First and foremost, the government needs to increase funding for education. This will help 

to address the issue of inadequate infrastructure and provide more resources for teachers and 

students. The government should also invest in teacher training and development to ensure that 

teachers are adequately qualified and motivated. A standardized curriculum should be 

implemented to ensure that all students receive a consistent quality of education, regardless of 

their location. 

 

Secondly, there needs to be more emphasis on improving access to education, particularly 

for girls and children in rural areas. The government should provide incentives for families to 

send their children to school, such as scholarships and free textbooks. It should also invest in 

building more schools and improving infrastructure in rural areas to reduce the distance children 

have to travel to attend school. 

Thirdly, there needs to be a shift in focus from rote learning to critical thinking and 

problem-solving. The current education system in Nigeria places too much emphasis on 

memorization, which does not prepare students for the real world. Students need to be taught 

how to think critically and creatively, and how to solve problems independently. This will help 

to produce graduates who are better equipped to contribute to the development of the country. 

Furthermore, curriculum review should be implemented in order to improve education in 

Nigeria.  The curriculum should be reviewed to ensure that it aligns with the needs of the 

economy. Vocational education and skills training should be promoted to provide students with 

practical skills that are in demand in the labor market. 

 

Also, examination malpractice should be abhorred in the education system. Examination 

malpractice is a significant challenge facing Nigeria's education sector. To address this issue, the 

government needs to take a firm stance against examination malpractice. This can be achieved 

by increasing the security of exam centers, implementing strict penalties for offenders, and 



encouraging schools to adopt a more innovative approach to testing that emphasizes critical 

thinking skills rather than rote memorization. 

 

Finally, infrastructure development must be considered. Nigeria's education sector- 

primary, secondary and tertiary need an upgrade in infrastructure. The government needs to 

invest in building more schools, classrooms, and libraries, and provide them with modern 

facilities and equipment. This will help to create a more conducive learning environment for 

students and teachers. 

 

Conclusively, improving education in Nigeria will require a concerted effort from all 

stakeholders. The government needs to take the lead by increasing funding, improving teacher 

training, and addressing the various challenges facing the sector. Private organizations, civil 

society, and international organizations can also play a significant role in improving education in 

Nigeria. Ultimately, a well-educated population is essential for the development of Nigeria and 

the achievement of its long-term economic and social goals. 


